>G'day!                                   19.12 - 23.12.2004

>

>I know I have been really slack with writing any reports to anyone, and I am

>truly sorry about that. I just have been extremely busy lately. I am trying to

>summarise my past five months anyway…

>

>So I arrived to Adelaide on the 22nd of July 2004, and got really warm welcome

>from my counsellor Andy Hern, district 9500 Youth Exchange Committee member

>Bob Ward and his wife, plus couple of others who I have not seen since. I

>stayed my first week in my new home town Port Pirie with Bob Ward and got all

>the small things done, like opened my safety bank account, bought a new SIM-

>card to my mobile phone, bought an adaptor and so on. Bob is also going to be

>my next (3rd) host Father.

>

>I started school in John Pirie High School in year 11 the next Wednesday from

>my arrival, studying Math Studies, English Communications, Biology,

>Information Processing and Publishing, Outdoor Education and Australian

>Studies. However, I decided to change Australian Studies to Modern History in

>the next two weeks because I did not like the way of studying and having a new

>teacher every second day. Since that everything has been good at school,

>despite couple of disagreements with one of the teachers, but in the end we

>got along quite well anyway.

>

>In my first two weeks in Port Pirie I stayed over night in my first host

>family, Turners, couple of times and got to know them quite well. Cloé, an

>other exchange student staying in Port Pirie, from Switzerland, was staying at

>their place at that time, so I got to know her well, too. The 4th of August,

>till the 9th, I departed Port Pirie with group of six Rotarians, their wives

>and three exchange students, me included. We drove about 2000 km all in all to

>the Head of the Great Australian Bight and back, through Gawler Ranges, to see

>Southern Right Whales. Being my first trip anywhere in Australia, not counting

>my way from Adelaide to Port Pirie, it was just awesome. I saw my first

>kangaroos ever, all those gum trees, and Nullabor without any trees at all,

>some amazing sights, some of them tourist attractions, others not, my first

>dolphins and so on. And almost the best part of the trip, I could say, was

>that I really got to know some of the members of the Rotary Club of Port

>Pirie, including my counsellor, and I knew that I could go to them in any

>case, no matter what the problem would be.

>

>I moved to my first host family on the 16th of August, being already busy with

>my schooling, volleyball and new friends. In the family I had, and still have,

>Mother, Father, a sister with the same age than me, and a two years younger

>brother. They live in a farm in a small village just outside Port Pirie, so I

>went to school with bus, and otherwise got to the town with my sister. We came

>along well, I really felt like being at home, and they always had time for me,

>despite that both of my host parents worked daily and had the farm to take

>care of, and my host sister was being busy with finishing year 12. We are

>still keeping in contact regularly and they are taking me to trips with them

>etc.

>

>On the 28th - 29th of August the district 9500 had a briefing weekend to

>outgoing students in Adelaide. All the inbounds were also invited, and that

>was my first time when I met all of us. We are 15 of us in all in this

>district, from all over the world. It was a good weekend, I made new friends,

>heard something about the coming trips and other things. I also met the two

>boys who are going to Finland from this district in January, and we have been

>keeping contact with each other ever since.

>

>On the 5th of September I celebrated the Australian Father's Day with my host

>family and relatives. We went for a drive with 4WDs in Flinders Rangers and

>had beautiful picnic for lunch. And as I wrote to one of my friends on that

>night, I was just so happy that I could have cried.

>

>I had my welcome speech in the Rotary meeting on Thursday the 9th of

>September. I had some technical problems and I could not show my pictures from

>Finland, but everybody said that it went well anyway. And speaking of Rotary

>meetings, I have been attending them every week if I just have been available.

>I really do not mind them, and it is always good to get to talk with all the

>Rotarians and hear the news of the week. I have got to know the club quite

>well, and the meetings are the bases of my weekly routine. I also think that

>the members of the club enjoy my company, they are always friendly and willing

>to arrange something for me to do. I have my three-minute spot in every

>meeting to tell what I have been up to during the week, and it helps me to

>build my self-confidence. Port Pirie Rotary Club is quite big, with 54

>members, and they are really active in the community of Port Pirie and also

>outside it. I can really say that I am lucky to be in here. And one thing what

>I really find good is the habit that every week one of the Rotarians is

>supposed to have me for dinner or arrange something else to do together. Not

>all of them do this, but the times they have arranged it, it has been great

>for me. I have got to know the members and their families better and they have

>got to know me. I think other clubs should think about having something like

>this tradition too.

>

>The 11th and the 12th of September I was a guest in a happening called

>Blessing of the Fleet. On Saturday night we had the Deb ball, and on Sunday

>there was a special mess, a float through the town and the Bishop of the

>Catholic Church blessed the fishing boats in Port Pirie's harbour. It was

>really good weekend, even though it was full on the whole time. Carol, from

>Brazil and staying in Peterborough, stayed in Port Pirie with Cloé and me, and

>we got dressed up and everything.

>

>I had my two-week school holidays from 27th of September till 10th of October.

>I was wishing it to be a relaxing holiday with sleeping inns, but it was all

>but that. I stayed in my host family's shack in Fisherman's Bay couple of

>times with relatives and family friends. I also went to Adelaide for day, had

>three birthday parties and the last weekend of the holidays I stayed with one

>of the members of Pt Pirie Rotary Club.

>

>A week after the holidays, on the 17th of October I moved to my second host

>family, Lynches, and am still here. I am staying here with the other exchange

>student, Cloé, and I have Mother, Father, a sister of age 22, and two elder

>brothers, who do not live home anymore. Family Lynch lives about ten minutes

>drive from the very central of the town, which I find really good after living

>in a farm. I did not mind living there, but it always easier to get to see my

>new friends from school etc. And the fact that Cloé and I are staying here

>together is good, at least we have someone of our own age to talk to, and we

>get more out and about together.

>

>The 23rd of October was pretty busy for me. We had our Rotary meeting on that

>Saturday night instead of Thursday because we had the meeting of International

>Fellowship of Flying Rotarians here in Pirie. The guest speaker Jon Johansson,

>world record keeper in many things, was really interesting to listen to, and

>the meeting was especially good. When it finally ended around eleven, my host

>parents and me hurried to three different birthday parties during the rest of

>the night…

>

>The weekend 29th till 31st of October we had a happening for inbound students

>in Maitland, which I found really good. It was good to meet all the others

>again and to hear what they had been up to. The activities were especially

>good, shearing the sheep, wind surfing, sailing, having an aboriginal man to

>tell us about their culture… And the beach where we stayed at offered a good

>opportunity to swimming, beach volleyball, sun bathing and so on. I really

>enjoyed it, thank you the Rotary Club of Maitland!

>

>Next week I had couple of birthday parties, went to see the musical Sound of

>Music presented by local youth theatre, and participated in Rotating dinner on

>Halloween.

>

>On the 8th till the 10th of November I went to a kayaking camp with my Outdoor

>Education group from school on River Murray just beside Renmark. We paddled

>about 45 km during those couple of days and I got to know the group quite

>well. I had better time than I was expecting it to be, but I still would not

>go again, I am afraid.

>

>I finished school on the 18th of November with my Math Studies exam, but I can

>not tell how it went because I have not got the results yet… :) On next

>Sunday, the 21st, I went to Melbourne with Cloé and one of the Rotarians wife.

>We stayed overnight on our way in Horsham, arrived to Melbourne Monday by noon

>and visited Williamstown Rotary Club in their lunchtime meeting. Rest of the

>Monday and Tuesday we spent in the city doing some sight seeing and shopping,

>but unfortunately we had to leave on Wednesday morning. Again we stayed

>overnight on our way, this time in Mount Gambia, and were back in Pirie on

>Thursday just on time to Cloé's graduation. I really enjoyed Melbourne and

>wish to get back there some day! I already mentioned Cloé's school graduation,

>and I had my own on Saturday the 27th. Or actually I was just a guest there,

>but I still had a good night.

>

>From Thursday the 25th till next Tuesday I got to experience first bits of

>Australian summer with 39 till 41 degrees. First couple of days were OK, but

>when the temperature in the house rose to the same level with outside

>temperature, it was a bit of a pain. And my host family has air conditioning

>just in one room… I spent my time in swimming pool and sitting in the launch

>room under the air conditioning. At least there was one good thing with it, I

>saw that the hot weather is not difficult just for me but also to everybody

>else.

>

>On the 5th of December there was a briefing weekend for exchange students here

>in Pirie. Some of them came here on Saturday, and we had a good night

>together, once again. But it was also a bit sad, because I had to say goodbye

>to those who are going back to home now in the end of December or in the

>beginning of January.  I really have made good friends with them, and I can be

>sure that we will see each other again one day.

>

>On the 6th I went to Port Lincoln with Cloé and my first host family. I really

>enjoyed my stay in there visiting the fabulous marina and seeing my first

>koala bears. It was just beautiful. I hope I get to go there again at some

>stage.

>

>The whole December has been so hectic. If I say that Monday the 20th was the

>first night in December that I finally ate dinner with my host family, it

>tells it all. I have been going out with Rotarians, been away in Adelaide and

>Peterborough, spent nights in birthday parties etc. And finally when we had

>time all together with my host family, I really enjoyed it. And Christmas

>itself has brought things to do. I have been baking biscuits to give to

>Rotarians as Christmas presents, and tonight (23rd) when I finally got them

>out of the way, Rotarians really appreciated them and were extremely pleased.

>Tonight was also a sad night because Cloé had her farewell speech, and it was

>her last Rotary meeting ever, maybe… Just nine days and she will be gone, but

>I can guarantee that she will always stay deep in my heart. No matter when we

>will see each other again, which we will, she will always be a really good

>friend of mine. And I already have a trip planned to see her, so…

>

>But now Christmas is finally knocking on the door, and it is time to relax. I

>will spend my Christmas in Australia with my current host family, and I will

>also be meeting couple of other Rotarians who have become close to me. I

>really want to say thank you to all of you who have made my exchange year

>possible, and made my dreams come true. I have been enjoying my stay, taking

>everything out from it, and I can easily say that I will do that also during

>my next little over six months. Thank you!

>

>Have a lovely Christmas and all the best for the coming year 2005!

>

>All the best,

>

>Johanna Varis

>Rotary Youth Exchange Student 2004-2005

>Sponsored by the R.C. of Pietari Brahe, D. 1400, Finland

>Hosted by the R.C. of Port Pirie, D. 9500, Australia

>

